SEA TURTLES IN HERPETOLOGICAL COLLECTION OF
THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM IN SPLIT, CROATIA

Stiepan Mekini¢”’, Nediljko Zevrnja’, Josip Boban®, Gvido Piasevoli' & Dalibor Vladovi¢’

1Public Institution for the Management of Protected Areas in the County of Split and Dalmatia - , Sea and karst”, Prilaz brace Kaliterna 10, 21000 Split, Croatia
(E-mail: smgata@yahoo.com, gvido.piasevoli@dalmatian-nature.hr)

2Natural History Museum and Zoo, Kolombatovic¢evo Setaliste 2, 21000 Split, Croatia
(E-mail: nediljko@prirodoslovni.hr, josip@prirodoslovni.hr, dalibor@prirodoslovni.hr)

3Gata 73, 21253 Gata, Croatia
(E-mail: smgata@yahoo.com)

RESULTS

Analysis of the herpetological collection of Natural History Museum in Split
found that turtles were represented in the herpetological collection with 22
inventory numbers and 29 samples. In herpetological collection of the
Natural History Museum in Split, therefore, there are examples of 4 families,
5 genera and 5 species of turtles.

The largest number of specimens (fig. 1) collected by Girrometa, U., Cvitanig,
A., Zevrnja, N. and Milat, T., in Dalmatian area. However, 13 samples (45%)
do not contain information about the collector and 11 samples (38%) do not
contain information about the locality. The same case is with the dates of
collection, which are missing for 14 (48%) samples. For 10 samples (34 %)
there are no data about collector or collection date or locality where the
specimens were collected. The oldest specimen was collected in 1927, and the
most recentin 2014.
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Figure 1. Distribution of samples by collectors
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Cheloniidae
Carettinae
Caretta
C. caretta (Linnaeus, 1758) 9 (pic. 1)

Dermochelyidae
Dermochelys
D. coriacea (Vandelli, 1761) 1 (pic. 2)

Picture 1. Caretta caretta (Linnaeus, 1758)
Emydidae
Deirochelyinae
Trachemys
T. scripta (Schoeptf, 1792) 3
Emydinae
Emys
E.orbicularis (Linnaeus, 1758) 4
Testudinidae SRy
Testudo
T. hermanni Gmelin, 178912

Picture 2. Dermochelys coriacea (Vandelli 1761)
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